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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  1944. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  an  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1944, 
curtailed  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2604. 

With  this  report  is  incorporated  that  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  A. 
J.  Hurn,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

See  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES,  in  the  District, 
under  the  Kent  County  Council : 

AURAL  CLINICS :  36  Albany  Road,  Sittingbourne.  Aural  Surgeon  in 

attendance — 2nd  Thursday  in  each  month  at  1.30  p.m.  Aural  Nurse  in  attendance 
1st  and  3rd  Friday  mornings  in  each  month  at  9.30  a.m. 

DENTAL  CLINICS :  36  Albany  Road,  Sittingbourne.  Every  Monday.  1st, 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Thursdays  and  2nd  and  4th  Fridays  from 
9.30  a  m.  till  3.45  p.m. 

SCHOOL  CLINICS:  36  Albany  Road,  Sittingbourne,  Friday  mornings  from 
10  a.m.  to  12  o’clock. 

OPHTHALMIC  CLINICS :  36  Albany  Road,  Sittingbourne,  2nd  and  4th 

Tuesdays,  3rd  Wednesday  9.30  a.m.  and  1.30  p.m.  by  appointment. 

THE  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS  are  held  as 
follows : — 

Teynham :  St.  John’s  Hut,  Thursdays  2  to  4. 

Newnham:  Village  Hall,  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays,  2  to  4. 

Boughton  :  Church  Hall,  alternate  Wednesdays,  2  to  4. 

Newington:  Women’s  Institute,  London  Road,  Tuesdays,  2  to  4. 

Selling:  Village  Hall,  alternate  Wednesdays. 

Hernhill :  Women’s  Institute,  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  2  to  4. 

Upchurch :  Crown  Inn,  alternate  Thursdays,  2  to  4. 

Borden,  Tunstall  and  Bredgar  :  Borden  Vicarage,  Fridays  2  to  4. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Mondays  in  every  month  at  the 
Faversham  Centre,  at  Teynham  from  10  a.m.  to  12  o’clock  at  the  St.  John’s  Hut  1st 
Thursday  in  each  month,  and  at  Newington  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  mornings.  Midwives 
operate  in  all  Districts. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

Faversham  Tuberculosis  Clinic,  13  South  Road,  Faversham.  Males  and  Females, 
Wednesday  11  a.m.  to  1  o’clock. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year: — 
Cerebro-Spinal-Meningitis 
Diphtheria 


Dysentery 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  ... 


1 

2 

5 

5 

55 

2 

14 

1 

33 

1 

38 


SONNE  DYSENTERY. 

During  the  year  an  outbreak  of  the  above  occurred  in  a  military  camp  and  two 
single  cases  have  occurred  at  long  distances  apart.  The  attacks  have  all  been  mild. 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS,  1930 

Pul.  Non-Pul.  Total 

Number  on  Register,  1st  January,  1944  58  33  91 

Number  on  Register,  31st  December,  1944  66  34  100 

In  1944,  4  moved  to  other  Districts,  11  Died,  3  recovered  and  1  was  cancelled 
as  non-Tubercular. 

28  fresh  cases  were  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year. 

ANTI-DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION— SPECIAL  REPORT 

Since  1942  when  immunisation  commenced  in  this  area  2,433  children  have  been 
immunised. 

The  first  step  was  the  immunisation  of  children  in  all  the  schools  and  the 
immunisation  of  a  certain  number  of  children  between  1  and  5  years  of  age. 

The  first  method  put  into  force  was  immunisation  of  school  children  at  school 
by  local  doctors  and  myself.  The  Health  Visitors  prepared  everything  at  the  schools 
and  their  efficiency  was  great. 

The  wholehearted  help  and  influence  of  the  teachers  in  getting  them  done  was 
helpful  in  backing  up  the  Health  Visitors  and  nurses. 

In  three  schools  in  the  area,  help  was  obtained  from  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  immunisation  fluid  from  the  County  Stocks,  and  it  was 
administered  in  accordance  with  the  instructions. 

When  all  the  scholars  in  the  schools  had  been  immunised  the  babies  over  12 
months  were  done. 

Notices  are  sent  to  parents  of  every  child  attaining  the  age  of  12  months  and 
arrangements  were  made  by  the  Rural  District  Council  for  them  to  be  done  by  the 
local  doctors  free  of  charge  at  their  own  surgeries.  Every  parent  had  a  card  for  every 
child  attaining  the  age  of  12  months. 

There  are  29  schools  in  the  District  with  2,068  scholars.  1,600  school-children 
have  been  immunised  and  173  under  the  age  of  5,  making  a  total  of  1,773.  A  large 
number  of  children  who  left  school  on  March  31st,  1945  were  immunised. 

The  present  scheme  by  which  children  can  be  done  at  the  doctors  surgeries  is 
working  well. 

Appended  is  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PRIDEAUX  SELBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Special  Report  on  Diphtheria  Immunisation  to  March,  1945. 
LIST  OF  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  IN  SWALE  R.  D.  MARCH  1945. 


NAME  OF  SCHOOL. 

Parish  where 
located. 

Child 

popn. 

No.  of 
children 
immunised 
against 
diphtheria 

Remarks. 

1.  Bapchild  &  Tonge  C.E. 

Bapchild 

79 

52 

2.  Bobbing  Council 

Bobbing 

47 

35 

3.  Borden  C.E. 

Borden 

144 

102 

4.  Boughton-under-Blean 

Boughton- 

4  v  / 

under- Blean 

53 

45 

5.  do.  Methodist 

do.  do. 

106 

84 

6.  Bredgar  C.E. 

Bredgar 

67 

60 

7.  Doddington  Council 

Doddington 

95 

77 

8.  Dunkirk  Council 

Dunkirk 

100 

78 

9.  Eastling  Council 

Eastling 

68 

57 

10.  Graveney  Council 

Graveney 

43 

42 

11.  Hartlip  Endowed 

Hartlip 

40 

35 

12.  Hernhill  C.E. 

Hernhill 

74 

65 

13.  Iwade  Council 

Iwade 

68 

54 

14.  Lower  Halstow 

Lower  Halstow 

89 

24 

15.  Luddenham  Council 

Luddenham 

31 

16 

16.  Lynsted  Council 

Lynsted 

88 

60 

17.  Milsted  &  Frinsted  C.E. 

Milsted 

47 

47  N 

18.  Newington 

Newington 

120 

103 

19.  Norton  C.E. 

Norton 

37 

32 

20.  Rodmersham  Council 

Rodmersham 

46 

35 

21.  Selling 

Selling 

104 

75 

22.  Sheldwich  Council 

Sheldwich 

79 

65 

23.  Stalisfield  Council 

Stalisfield 

36 

25 

24.  Teynham  Par.  Mixed 

Teynham 

124 

120 

25.  do.  do.  Infts. 

do. 

69 

48 

26.  Throwley  C.E. 

Throwley 

42 

35 

27.  Tunstall  C.E. 

Tunstall 

53 

48 

28.  Upchurch  C.E. 

Upchurch 

64 

40 

29.  do.  C.E.  Junior 

do. 

55 

41 

2068 

1600 

Percentage  77.369 


LIST  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS  AND  NURSES  OPERATING  IN  THE  SWALE 
R.  D.  UNDER  THE  M.  &  C.  W.  AND  EDUCATION  AUTHORITY 
i.  e.  KENT  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Names  of 

Name  of 

Parishes  of  Swale  R.  D. 

Health  "Visitor 

Nurse 

M.  &  C.  W.  Auth. 

Educ.  Auth. 

Badlesmere 

Boughton-under-Blean 

Dunkirk 

Goodnestone 

Graveney 

Hernhill 

Leaveland 

Osprmge 

Selling 

Stalisfield 

Throwley 


M  iss  Simpkins  Miss  Simpkins 

Cobbs  Croft  Bungalow,  Selling, 
Nr.  Faversham. 


Remarks. 


Bapchild 

Bobbing 

Borden 

Halstow  Lower 

Iwade 

Kingsdown 

Newington 

Rodmersham 

Tonge 

Tunstall 

Upchurch 

Hartlip 


Mrs.  Luck  Mrs.  Luck 

“  Fanshaw,”  Hartlip, 
Sittingbourne. 


Bredgar 

Doddington 

Eastling 

Milsted 

Newnham 


Miss  Featherstone  Miss  Featherstone 
Thornbrook  Hockers  Lane, 
Weavering,  Nr.  Maidstone. 


Buckland 

Faversham  W’out 

Lynsted 

Luddenham 

Norton 

Oare 

Sheldwich 

Stone 

Teynham 


Miss  Harris  Miss  Harris 

Cobbs  Croft  Bungalow,  Selling, 
Nr.  Faversham. 


NO.  OF 

CHILDREN 

IN  SWALE 

R.  D.  COMPLETELY 

AGAINST 

DIPHTHERIA. 

1—5 

5—15 

1 .  1 .  44  to 
30.  6.  44 

} 

86 

28 

1.  7.  44  to 
31.  12.  44 

} 

47 

3 

1.  1.  45  to 

March  31st. 

/ 

40 

2 

173 

33 

Several  practitioners  in  the  area  have  not  completed  their  returns  of  all  the  children 
immunised  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  extra  work  in  the  war. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report. 

Year  Ended  December  31st,  1944. 


Public  Health  Dept., 

20  West  Street, 

Faversham. 

To  Dr.  Prideaux  Selby,  June,  1945. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Swale  Rural  District  Council. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  work  carried  out  by 
this  department  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1944. 


1.  GENERAL. 

Number  of  house  inspections 
Number  of  house  re-inspections 

Total 

Number  of  Notices  Served  : — 

Preliminary 

Statutory 

Total 


139 

162 


301 


58 


58 


Number  of  written  complaints  received 

Number  of  letters  written 

Number  of  School  Notices  (Infectious  Disease) 


2.  HOUSING  DEFECTS. 

Lighting  and  Ventilation 
Walls  repaired 
Ceilings  repaired 
Roofs  repaired 
Floors  repaired 
Eaves  gutters  repaired 
Yard  paving 
Dampness  remedied 
Premises  cleansed 
Miscellaneous 


3.  DRAINS  AND  CESSPOOLS. 

New  drains 

Drains  relaid  and  repaired 
Drains  cleared 
Drains  tested 

New  baths  and  lavatory  basins 
New  sinks 

Cesspools  and  septic  tanks  constructed 
Cesspools  abolished 
Cesspools  repaired 
New  gully  traps 

4.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

New  water  closets  constructed 
Water  laid  to  W.C.’s 
New  pans  and  traps 
Privies  abolished 


17 

142 

35 


5 
4 

4 
8 

16 

7 

6 

5 

2 

15 


8 

5 

22 

10 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

7 


2 

4 

4 

3 


5.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Samples  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Wells  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Wells  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Houses  connected  to  main  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

6.  COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  register  ...  ...  ...  57 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  on  register  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  premises  on  register  ...  ...  ...  116 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Number  of  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  following  articles  of  food  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year. 

200  lbs.  Mutton 
110  lbs.  Beef 
26  lbs.  Sausage  Meat 
6  lbs.  Chopped  Ham 
6  lbs.  Luncheon  Beef 
6  7  lb.  Tins  Corned  Beef 
20  lbs.  Cake 
9  \  lbs.  Cocoa 
3  \  lbs.  Margarine 
3  lbs.  Sugar 
3  lbs.  Cheese 
1  |  lb  Bacon 

1  Case  Lemons 

2  Cases  Oranges 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2,503  tins  of  various  foodstuffs  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Emergency  Sub-Depots  have  also  been  condemned. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  57  Milk  Producers  on  the  Council’s  Register.  Accredited  Milk  is 
produced  at  five,  and  Tuberculin  Tested  at  six  farms  in  the  District.  The  premises  are 
generally  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  water  including  routine  samples  from  the  mains  of  the 
Water  Companies  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 
pathological  examination.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  namely  the  parishes  of 
Luddenham  and  Buckland,  and  the  eastern  portion  of  the  parish  of  Dunkirk,  the 
District  is  well  provided  with  main  water  supply. 

But  for  the  war  the  parishes  mentioned  would  undoubtedly  be  provided  with  a 
main  supply.  * 

HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  As  in  the 
previous  year  a  certain  amount  of  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  matter  of  house 
repairs  owing  to  labour  difficulties,  but  a  fair  amount  has  been  accomplished. 

I  would  thank  you  Sir,  the  Members  of  the  Council,  the  Clerk  and  the  Staff  for 
the  kind  support  given  me  during  the  year  and  assure  you  of  my  continued  efforts. 

I  remain, 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  J.  HURN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


